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Join 4-H and Friends for a morning of family fun and learning.
Saturday, April 14th 9am-noon at Tahquamenon Area Schools

This free, new event is open to families and community  m o y Vv W
members. Participants will be able to visit a large variety of Ll & ,
booths and stations - all with hands-on, interactive activities. '
Some examples of the booths being offered include: survival o « B 4_H X
kits, tracks and casts, sign language, 4-H photo booth, sto?/ “apor® -3 lt
time, early childhood zone and much, much more. Watch for e GROWS HERE!
more details and fliers coming soon. - : M W b e

One Book One School

Thursday, March 1st boasted a fantastic event at the St. Ignace Elementary School! This event, One Book One
School, was a partnership between the St. Ignace Elementary School, the Mackinac County Child Protection Round
Table, St. Ignace Great Start Readiness Program, and EUP Great Start Collaborative. After a delicious meal, Principal
Kerri Visnaw shared some important literacy information, followed by an amazing story teller. Literacy was further
highlighted through a painting experience, facilitated by the Great Start Readiness Program. The Strengthening
Families 5 Protective Factors were also a focal point for the evening. Well established Protective Factors build family
strengths that promotes optimal child and youth development and also diminishes the likelihood of child abuse
and neglect! Multiple community programs and agencies were also present to offer resources and fun family
activities for all to enjoy. This event was certainly a fantastic evening that celebrated early literacy, strong families,

ana community connections! _
d@ ' ty Q\_ o l _

Questions, Concerns or Comments, Please Contact: : _'
Jessica Price, Parent Liaison Luce County b4
brown130@msu.edu (906) 293-3203 |

Laura Tinker, Parent Liaison Chippewa & Mackinac
Ttinker@eupschools.org (906) 203-2807 '
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Parents as Teachers.

| Parents As Teachers
Vision
"All Children will learn,

grow and develop to realize
their full potential”

Parents As Teachers l

Mission l

| “To provide the information, I
| support and encouragement

parents need to help their '

I children develop optimally l

I during the crucial early years
I of life” I
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Literacy Activities for Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers

(cont)

Reading and book-based activities

Reading with children develops their vocabulary, ability to
listen and understand, and ability to connect sound and words.
Your child might like these activities:

- Read with your baby - it's never too early to start! When

you're reading, make sure your baby can see your face and the

book you're sharing.

- Try books with rhyme, rhythm and repetition. Dr. Seuss books

are a hit with many children - for example, The Cat in the Hat

or Green Eggs and Ham.

- Encourage your child to turn the pages and talk about what

he sees. Use your finger to guide your child’s eyes from left to

right across the page as you read, and point out

certain words or phrases.

- Choose lift-the- flap books, touch-and- feel books or books

with rhyming or repeating words, You could even make your

own book with objects your child likes to look at and touch,

- Encourage your child to take the lead with reading —for

example, ‘Where do we start from?’.Every so often, stop

reading and ask your child what she thinks will happen next.

- Link books with real life, For example, if you've read a book

about playing in a park, you might like to take your child to the

g:call(park and point out swings that look like the ones in the
ook.

- When you're out with your child, take a book to keep him

entertained, as well as a toy or an electronic device.

- Follow your child’s lead with reading - encourage her, but

don't push her. Experiment with different books to see what

she likes, and just have fun!

Questions, Concerns or Comments, Please Contact:
Becky Meyers, Service Coordinator
bmeyers@eupschoo?s.org (906) 322-6814 (text only)

Brittany Stabile, Service Coordinator
bstabﬂe@eupschoo'!s.org (906) 322-6816

www.eupkids.com

Drawing and writing literacy activites

Scribbling and drawing help young children develop fine
mator skills for writing with pencils and pens later in
childhood. Here are some activities to try:

- Encourage your child to draw and write using pens, pencils,
crayons and markers. He'l| probably be excited to add a
scribble or drawing on birthday cards or letters in a big swirl of
color,

- Encourage your child to ry some [etters or write her name on
all the artwork she creates.

- Help your child use playdough to make the letters of the
alphabet or numbers.

- Give your child opportunities to use letters of the alphabet in
different farms - on blocks, magnetic letters that stick on the
fridge, and puzzle pieces.

- Cut out or draw pictures of basic household items — chair,
table, TV, wall, door and so

on - then write the items’ names on separate pieces of paper,
Ask your child to match the name of the item to the picture.

- Encourage your child to tell you about his drawings and help
your child write down the words he uses to describe them.
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Pre-reading Skills at Home and School (continued)

Alicia Lawlor, EUPISD Preschool Consultant, M.Ed.

- Use your child’s name as an avenue for increasing alphabet knowledge. Children love to talk about their name so

start with identifying those letters and the sounds they make. (Keep in mind that in some names, letters don’t make
the sounds they do in most words!)

- Use the names of people your child loves to further expand their alphabet knowledge once they have begun to
master the letters of their name.

- Use environmental print to increase awareness, Talk about what letter spell their favorite cereal, restaurant, store, or
toy. Talk about road signs when you are driving. Point out letters and words on menus.

- Read to your child. Often. While reading talk to them about concepts like the front and back cover of the book, the
title, the author, and the illustrator and what they do.

- While reading, use you finger to track where you are reading. This helps children understand the directionality of
how we read (left to right, top to bottom, sweeping to the next line and when to move to the next page).

- Have discussions with your children about what they think might happen in the book, what did happen in the book
and what could have happened in the book. Talk about how characters may be feeling and how your child feels when
reading.

- Choose reading material that interests your child. Children’s books, comic strips, sports magazines, newspapers,
history books, ANYTHING that grabs their attention and makes them want to read with you!

- Play word gz
the different ;
you bounce it up

- Help childrer learn to break words apart by clapping out the syllables. Saya werﬁﬁ@wlymadwm&@ch part of

mes with your child. Children this age love to rhyme and is it a pre-reading skill that helps them hear

ewords 'ﬁil gﬁi‘fﬂnvﬁﬂﬁ gﬁ.ﬁﬁiﬁg‘! Say things like “'m thinking of a word that rhymes with hall,
wn, it'scalleda____ I o~ o

g,aﬁd not a task

ading! If they see it is a valuable adult activity that you enjoy doi
ders themselves.

are more likely to want to learn to read and become :

Questions, Concerns or Comments, Please Contact:

Alicia Lawlor, Preschoo] Consultant _
a‘law1or@eupschoo'|s.or‘g (906) 632-3373 ext, 5141



Community
Calendar
March

1st - One Book, One School @ St. Ighace Elementary
5:00pm-7:00pm

2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th - Great Start Playgroup @ Big
Bear Recreation Center 9:00am-1 0:00am

10th, 24th - Totzone @ Big Bear Recreation Center
10:00am-12:00pm

10th - Family Fun Day @ Little Bear Arena St. Ignace
12:00pm-2:00pm

12th - EUP Reads @ LSSU 6:00pm-8:00pm

16th - PAT Socialization @ Three Lakes Academy
10:00am-11:30am

16th - 4H Family Game Night @ Luce Co. MSU Extension

Office 5:00pm-7:00pm

16th - Explore, Play, Learn Preschool Playgroup @ Luce Co.

MSU Extension Office 1:30pm-2:30pm

17th - 1st Annual St. Patick's Day Parade (downtown Sault

Ste. Marie) 12:00pm

17th - Family Fun Fair @ Sault Area Middle School
1:00pm-3:00pm

26th-30th - SPRING BREAK

31st - Community Egg Hunt @ Bud Cooper Gym LSSU
12:00pm-2:00pm

April s
6th, 13th, 20th, 27th - Great Start Playgroup @ Big Bear

Recreation Center 9:00am-10:00am

14th - Spring Craft Show @ Sault Area Middle School
10:00am-2:00pm

15th - Dolly & Me High Tea @ LSSU Cisler Center
2:00pm-4:30pm

19th - Planting Seeds of Knowledge @ Tahquamenon Area
School 9:00am-12:00pm

20th - Explore, Play, Learn Playgroup @ Luce Co. MSU
Extension Office 1:30pm-2:30pm

28th - Community Baby Shower @ TBA

Questions, Concerns or Comments, Please Contact:

Heather Mitchell, Early Childhood Admin. Asst.
hm1tche1‘l@eupschoo1s.org (906) 259-8031

www.eupkids.com



